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Introduction
WELCOME to Manly Council’s eighth consecutive State of 
the Environment Report (SoE), covering the period from 
1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001. 

This Report is a supplementary document under the 
terms of the Local Government Act 1993, designed 
to support the comprehensive document prepared for 
1999/2000. 

As most environmental conditions do not change 
dramatically from one year to the next, you can rely 
on Council’s comprehensive SoE if you are seeking 
detailed information about local environmental conditions 
and trends.

2000/01

The aim of this State of the Environment Report is to 
provide recent information on the condition of the Manly 
environment and management responses relevant to 
the reporting period. Identifying trends enables Council 
to gauge improvements in different sectors of the 
environment and to identify those areas that will need 
attention in the future. 

Please note, this report is reliant upon the 1996 
Australian Bureau of Statistics Census information and 
respective estimates based upon this data. q

Community Perceptions
Community involvement in the preparation of the Manly 
SoE included:
l  Submissions of issues for consideration
l  Participating in Manly Conservation Strategy 

community consultation events. 

Council received 579 Community Submissions 
representing 1.5 per cent of Manly’s population. The 
major issues the community identified included:
l  ‘Over development’, especially in the Town Centre
l  Polluted waterways and inadequate stormwater reuse
l  Litter, rubbish pollution and waste generation
l  Declining biodiversity
l  The Greenhouse effect and its anticipated 

consequences 
l  Plans to expand North Head Sewage Treatment Plant
l  Crime and anti-social behaviour
l  Manly Hospital and declining health services 
l  Cumulative impacts on the North Head environment 
l  Contradictions in State Government policies regarding 

sustainability
l  Impacts of tourism.

Respondents considered they could become more 
sustainable by:
l  Creating less waste
l  Being energy efficient and conserving water
l  Using public transport, cycling and walking
l  Bush regeneration, removing noxious weeds, creating 

a native garden
l  Composting and worm farming
l  Attending Precinct Community Forums or writing 

letters of concern to Council and the State 
Government

l  Being a responsible pet owner
l  Being vigilant 

Many of these issues are consistent with Council’s Vision 
2005 and Beyond document, a framework for managing 
community needs.
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l   The Manly Development Control Plan for the 
Residential Zone was first adopted in 1986.  Since 
its adoption there have been substantial shifts in 
town planning philosophy with an increased focus on 
the environmental effects of development. Accordingly, 
Council reviewed the provisions of the Development 
Control Plan (DCP) in order to address issues 
such as Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD), 
environmental protection during the construction 
phase, limits on excavation and stormwater disposal. 

     It is anticipated that Council will adopt the revised 
Manly Development Control Plan for the Residential 
Zone 2001 in September 2001.
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1.0 Land
Manly has a rich and diverse character of residential, 
business, industrial and natural landscapes. Both Manly's 
natural and developed environment, along with its array 
of land uses, contribute to making Manly an attractive 
destination for permanent residents and visitors alike.

However, extensive clearing of native flora and poor land 
management practices in Manly over the last 100 years 

have resulted in vegetation loss and land degradation. 
This damage to the environment has been exacerbated 
by the introduction of exotic plants and animals. 
Increased urban development has resulted in soil 
erosion, sedimentation of aquatic systems, a decline in 
biodiversity, weed growth, pollution and waste production.

1.1 Pressures on our Land

l   Urban development in Manly
     17,092 rate paying properties 

l   Future urban development concerns
     •    State Environmental Planning Policy No. 5: 

Housing For Older People & People with a 
Disability (SEPP 5)

 •    RTA DUAP Surplus Government Land at Seaforth
 •    St Patrick’s College Estate Development

l   Land degradation
 •    Soil Erosion
 •    Northside Storage Tunnel - Ground Settlement
 •    Contaminated Sites
 •    Chemical & Pesticide Use

1.2 Response to these Pressures
l   A draft Lagoon Park Plan of Management and 

associated Landscape Master Plan have been 
prepared. Council has applied for a Greenspace 
Grant to undertake construction of associated hard 
infrastructure.

l   Manly Council received a $15,000 grant from the 
Department of Land & Water Conservation Coastal 
Program to fund a study on coastal processes and 
potential hazards. A Management Plan for the coast 
line will be developed.

l   Negotiations with stakeholders are in progress to 
finalise the Draft Local Environmental Plan for St 
Patrick’s College Estate. The Plan seeks to protect 
the Estate’s natural and cultural heritage.

Land use
Residential 555.2ha

Roads 238.4ha

Open Space & 
National Parks 465.3ha

Special Uses 136.3ha

Business 17.4ha

Industrial 10.0ha

Movement 
towards 

sustainability
2000/011999/001998/991997/981996/97Environmental Indicator

461.5ha461.5ha461.5haTotal area of Open Space 461.5ha 465.3ha ü
120.44m2

(pop est)
121.2m2 
(pop est)

143.3m2Per capita area of Open 
Space

119.52m2

(pop est)
83.49m2

(pop est) û

143.67m2144.57m2145.31m2
Residential Density 
(population per area of land 
within residential zoning)

142.69m2 142.92m2 û

578441593
Development Applications 
Approved

673 567 - 

Trends at a Glance
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2.0 Biodiversity
Within Council's 36 reserves there are 29 hectares (ha) 
of remnant bushland, 269 ha of national park and 70 
ha of Crown land. Other areas of remnant bushland that 
provide lasting refuge for native fauna include roadside 
reserves and private property. Forty-six active bushcare 
volunteers help to restore our reserves. 

In the Manly LGA there are 3 flora and 6 fauna species 

listed as Endangered (Schedule 1, part 1) and 6 flora 
and 28 fauna species listed as Vulnerable (Schedule 
2) under the Threatened Species Conservation Act, 
1995. Manly's Little Penguin Population (Eudyptula minor) 
at Manly Point and Long-Nosed Bandicoot Population 
(Perameles nasuta) at North Head are currently listed as 
Endangered Populations.

l  Council has designated Manly Peace Park as 
a Wildlife Protection Area (WPA) under the 
Companion Animals Act 1998. The area was 
designated following the killing of eight Little Penguins 
(Eudyptula minor).  It is intended that this change will 
alleviate some of the pressures on this endangered 
population.

l  A consultant, funded by Council’s Environment Levy, 
has been engaged to undertake a survey of flora 
and fauna within Council’s Bushland Reserves.

l  Council’s Environment Levy continues to fund the 
Noxious Weed Community Liaison Officer with 
funding assistance from NSW Agriculture. The officer 
is responsible for the implementation of the Manly 
Community Noxious Weeds Project, which includes 
assessing both private and Council-owned land for 
noxious weed species, coordinating noxious weed 
removal and control projects on Council land, and 
community education initiatives. 

Movement 
towards 

sustainability
2000/011999/001998/991997/981996/97Environmental Indicator

498

126 refused

216

45 refused
287

Number of trees approved 
for removal under the Tree 
Preservation Order.

465

140 refused

375

145 refused
ü
ü

No change
  • 6 endangered

  • 30 vulnerable

  • 2 endangered 
populations

  • 11 vulnerable

  • 2 endangered 
populations

Species and populations 
listed under the Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 

  • 7 endangered

  • 30 vulnerable

  • 2 endangered 
populations

  • 9 endangered

  • 34 vulnerable

  • 2 endangered 
populations 

- 

12,00012,500
Data not 
available

Number of new native 
plantings within the Manly 
LGA

14,000 14,000 + ü

22002100
Data not 
available

Number of companion 
animal registrations in the 
LGA

1953
1936

(dogs + cats) - 

Trends at a Glance

2.1 Pressures on our Biodiversity
l  Illegal tree removal. It is estimated that during the 

reporting period up to 30 protected, mature trees in 
Manly have been poisoned for improved views and/or 
access.

l  Land clearing is limited to smaller subdivisions in 
recent years, such as the St. Patrick’s College Estate 
and the RTA Seaforth land release.

l  Clearing of canopy. See ‘Trends at a Glance - 
Number of trees approved for removal’

l  Urban runoff.
l  Introduced plant invasion. The most troublesome 

and noxious weeds found in Manly’s bushland 
originate from household gardens.

l  Change in natural bushfire regime
l  Introduced animals. For example, cats, foxes, and 

rats (particularly at Little Manly Point), rabbits and bird 
species such as the pigeons, sparrows, starlings and 
Indian mynas.

l  Companion animals. Irresponsible pet owners 
contribute to the rapid decline of wildlife.

2.2 Response to these Pressures
l  Bushfire Hazard Reduction Inspections were 

conducted by Council and NSW Fire Brigade Officers. 
l  Council’s Local Companion Animal Management 

Advisory Committee has prepared a Companion 
Animal Management Plan to provide a balance 
in companion animal management that takes into 
consideration community amenity, animal welfare and 
environmental preservation.
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3.0 Aquatic Systems
Manly’s aquatic environment is important to the 
community, yet water quality and aquatic biodiversity 
continue to be subjected to the pressures of urbanisation 
with many natural features substantially altered and in 
some instances entirely removed for urbanisation. 

Poor development practices have resulted in degraded 
aquatic systems. 

Our severely degraded aquatic systems have been the 
focus of environmental works funded through government 
grants and the Environment Levy to restore biodiversity 
and return water to swimming quality.

l  Ballast water contamination
l  Impacts of climate change

Pollution Complaints and Incident Reports
Council Officers inspected 95 incidents relating to water  
pollution. 13 infringements, 3 Pollution Prevention Notices 
and 3 Clean Up Notices were issued.

The NSW EPA received;
l  37 water pollution reports, and
l  2 chemical pollution reports.

Boating Activities in the Manly LGA
In the Manly LGA there are;
l  676 moorings - 502 private / 174 commercial
l  2 marinas
l  9 slipway facilities - 6 private / 3 commercial. 
     (NSW Waterways Authority, 2001).

3.1 Pressures on our Aquatic Systems
l  North Head Sewage Treatment Plant, Northside 

Storage Tunnel - failure to develop a long term 
strategy. 

l  Sewer overflows - 27 sewer overflow points and 11 
pumping stations overflow into Manly Lagoon, harbour 
and ocean.

l  Urban runoff and stormwater
     •    During the reporting period, 24 stormwater pollution 

warning signs were erected at Manly Beach, 8 at 
North Steyne and 44 at Queenscliff Beach.

     •    197 pollution control devices captured 81.85 tonnes 
of gross pollutants prior to entering the waterways.

l  Flooding
l  Beach erosion / shoreline recession
l  Loss of biodiversity 
l  Aquatic weeds
l  Oil and chemical spills

û

Movement 
towards 

sustainability
2000/011999/001998/991997/981996/97Environmental Indicator

168,269187,205127,474Council’s water consumption 157,412 179,449.7

(14% increase)
û

80.06%96%95.2%
Average percent compliance 
Beachwatch data (ocean 
beaches)

88.5%
Enterococci  

95.3%

Faecal Coliform 
100%

ü

61.32%81.5%96.27%
Average percent compliance 
Harbourwatch data (harbour 
beaches)

81.11%
Enterococci  

99.8%

Faecal Coliform 
92.3%

ü

1188861
Number of pollution control 
devices (including trash 
racks and baskets)

121 197 ü

415356
Number of stormwater 
outlets into water bodies with 
no pollution control device.

38 23 ü

  •  3,957,372 

  •  112.15

Water consumption (kl) in 
Manly LGA

  •  Total

  •  Per capita
û  •  4,745,004

  •  130.84

  •  4,395,300

  •  121.199

  •  4,538,482

  •  119.04

  •  4,708,224

  •  121.2

199919971995199319911934Environmental Indicator

7149391810Rainfall (mm) 1298 1405.2 1648.41725

1990

1315

1992

828

1994

1117.2

1996

1981.3

1998

928.4

2000

Trends at a glance
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With The Lagoon’, was held to raise money towards 
remediation of the Lagoon. The event featured 
Australian music group, Midnight Oil.

l   Council’s submission to NSW Fisheries regarding the 
North Harbour Aquatic Reserve Review Process 
supported: extending the northern boundaries of the 
existing Aquatic Reserve to the Manly Cove shoreline, 
prohibition of commercial fishing within the expanded 
Reserve boundaries and increased enforcement for 
recreational fishing. NSW Fisheries have established 
a Working Group to further develop a management 
plan for the Aquatic Reserve.

l   Burnt Bridge Creek Rehabilitation Works, guided 
by the Burnt Bridge Creek Restoration Management 
Plan, have received significant funding from both 
State and Federal Government sources. Bush 
regeneration, erosion control and creek bank 
stabilisation works are ongoing and an education 
component is underway.

l   Priority projects of the Manly Lagoon Estuary and 
Floodplain Management Plans are underway. These 
projects include the removal of accumulated sediment 
from Lagoon tributaries and re-creation of waterway 
under Pittwater Road Bridge. These projects are a 
joint initiative of both Manly and Warringah Councils, 
implemented through the Manly Lagoon Joint Estuary/
Floodplain Management Committee.

l   Sydney Water’s construction of the Shelly Beach 
Connection Tunnel is designed to capture wet 
weather overflows from the Shelly Beach Pumping 
Station. The connection to the Northside Storage 
Tunnel is expected to reduce the number of overflows 
at Shelly Beach to 6 events in 10 years during wet 
weather events.

l   Council is developing Coastal Management Plans 
for both Forty Baskets and Little Manly Cove. 
Steering Committees have been established to guide 
the development and implementation of these Plans. 
Community consultation was undertaken in June 
2001.

l   The Balgowlah Industrial Estate Stormwater 
Project ‘Water you Do’in?’ is funded by the NSW 
Government Stormwater Trust. The program links 
environmental education, water quality monitoring, 
compliance and infrastructure provisions to address 
environmental concerns in the Balgowlah Industrial 
Estate. 

l   The Seaforth Oval Runoff Control Project is 
trialing ‘soft’ engineering options aimed at reducing 
stormwater runoff and seepage from the oval into the 
National Park. The supporting education program, run 
by the MEC, continues to raise awareness about the 
objectives and outcomes of the project.

l   Manly's stormwater mascot, 'Tula' the Little Penguin, 
(Eudyptula minor) was launched at the Manly Andrew 
'Boy' Charlton Swim Centre. Tula helps raise local 
awareness for the Manly Lagoon Stormwater Pollution 
Reduction Project funded by the Stormwater Trust.  

3.2 Response to these Pressures
l   Council was the Category Winner for two Excellence 

in the Environment Awards held by the Local 
Government and Shires Associations of NSW. 
Namely;

     •    Coasts and Clean Seas Award - Cabbage Tree Bay 
Management Plan, and

     •    Water Efficiency Award - Manly Water 
Conservation Program

l   Manly Council reformed the Manly Coastline 
Management Committee in December 2000. The 
Committee endorsed the brief for Consultant services 
for the Manly Ocean Beach Seawall Risk Assessment 
and Remedial Options. This project will be carried out 
in 2001/2002.

l   Council’s Water Conservation Programme achieved 
a $48,904 saving over the first two years of 
its implementation. Sydney Water, who contributed 
$20,000 seeding funds, is monitoring the project with 
the potential to take the initiative to other councils. The 
accumulated impacts of the Olympics, dry weather 
and associated tourist influxes have resulted in 
statistics that are non-reflective of the programmes 
outcomes in 2000/01.

l   Manly Council received over $1m in grants and 
support to create an innovative pilot stormwater reuse 
treatment train in the Manly Ocean Beach Catchment. 
This Environment Australia Urban Stormwater 
Initiative is currently underway.

l   Council adopted the Cabbage Tree Bay Management 
Plan for implementation on 30th October 2000. 
Implementation priorities as determined by the 
Implementation Management Committee are 
underway. Council is liaising with NSW Fisheries 
regarding the designation of this area as a “No Take” 
Aquatic Reserve.  

l   On 13th February 2001 an environmental disaster in 
Manly Lagoon resulted in a substantial fish kill & 
degradation of this waterway. Emergency procedures 
were implemented by both Warringah and Manly 
Councils. Sediment analysis, and fish and benthic 
assessments were commissioned to assess the 
health of the lagoon and determine recovery rates. 
The EPA continues to prepare evidence with a view 
to prosecution. A community event, ‘In Tune 

3.0 Aquatic Systems continued
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3.96 3.96

4.74

4.39
4.54

4.71

3.4

5.0

4.8

4.6

4.4

4.2

4.0

3.8

3.6

95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01

Total Water Consumption for Manly LGA (kl)

M
ill

io
ns

 o
f k

l



6  State of the Environment Report  Manly Council

4.0 Air
The source of air pollution in the Manly LGA is 
predominantly from industry and transport sources. 

Having no formal boundaries air pollution is subject 
to the prevailing weather conditions and atmospheric 
circulation. Manly being a fragile coastal environment 
is particularly vulnerable to the effects of air borne 
pollutants. 

l  Pollution complaints
     Council Rangers and Environmental Health Officers 

received 64 air pollution complaints. After critical 
examination, no infringements were issued. One air 
pollution incident report was made to the EPA. 

l  Global issues 
     •    Global Warming (enhanced greenhouse effect)
     •    Ozone layer depletion

l  Local issues contributing to air pollution include;
     •    Motor transport pollution
     •    Daily activities, such as private vehicle use, 

commercial cooking facilities
     •    Bushfires, burnoffs and illegal backyard burning
     •    Solid fuel heaters
     •    Indoor air pollution such as smoking
     •    Industrial odours and pollution

4.2 Response to these Pressures
l  Council continues to implement its Greenhouse 

Challenge Programme to reduce Manly’s 
contribution to global warming. Recently, Council 
reached Milestones 2 and 3 of the International 
Cities for Climate Protection Programme, by setting a 
reduction target of 25% and developing a Local Air 
Quality & Greenhouse Action Plan. 

4.1 Pressures on our Atmosphere

  •  12,000,000

  •  5,941,710

  •  12,700,000

  •  6,097,099

  •  12,793,686

  •  6,597,346
û 

ü
  •  12,864,000

  •  5,888,913

     Further, Council was awarded a Bronze Globe Award 
in the Energy Smart Business Programme of the 
State Government’s Sustainable Energy Development 
Authority (SEDA) for energy reduction. 

l  Council’s Bicycle Network is being extended along 
Burnt Bridge Creek from Brook Road to Baringa Ave, 
Seaforth. 
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The Metropolitan Air Quality Study (MAQS) demonstrated 
that overnight and early morning summer land breezes 
carry airborne pollutants out to sea. The afternoon sea 
breezes carry this pollution back on-shore, over Manly, 
and concentrate it in the Sydney Basin.

  •  6,620.8

  •  158,520.8

  •  10,910.7

  •  337,353.9

  •  6,344.8

  •  146,038.2

Greenhouse gas emissions 
(tonnes) 

  •  Corporate

  •  Community

Not  determined Not  determined
- 

- 

  •  N/A

  •  5,670,000

Number of trips made on 
public transport (patronage):

  •  Bus: (Manly Warringah, 
Brookvale Depot Buses)

  •  Ferry and Jetcat (to and 
from Manly):

20,0541997: 19,410
1995: 18,608

1996: 18,981
Registered Vehicles 18,912 19,482 û

Movement 
towards 

sustainability
2000/011999/001998/991997/981996/97Environmental Indicator

Trends at a Glance
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5.0 Waste
As the population continues to increase, waste is growing 
proportionally, placing greater pressure on our waste 
management systems. Manly as a community needs to 
be responsible for its waste and take action to avoid and 
reduce its generation.

Council, through the implementation of Management 
Plans, Policy and Education Programmes strives to 
achieve higher standards of waste management. Council 
recognises the need to focus efforts on waste avoidance 
in order to achieve sustainability.

l  A Waste Education Strategy was adopted in 
February 2001 to direct Council’s waste education 
activities and to enhance Council’s waste 
management service. The strategy integrates the 
waste education objectives of Council’s Corporate 
Plan and Conservation Strategy with those of the 
Northern Sydney Waste Board’s Regional Waste 
Education Strategy and other relevant plans of 
management.

l  Council has reviewed the policy for Waste 
Minimisation - Functions & Events in Manly to 
ensure that special events are supported by best 
practice waste management.

     The major requirement of the policy is that event 
organisers supply Council with a waste management 
plan prior to the event being staged.

5.1 Pressures on our Waste Systems
l  Municipal waste
l  Construction and demolition waste
l  Commercial  and industrial waste
l  Council's paper use
l  Landfill space is becoming increasingly limited and 

waste disposal a more costly exercise.
l  Littering and Illegal Dumping. Council’s Waste and 

Cleansing Team collect between one to seven tonnes 
of stormwater litter per week from Manly ocean and 
harbour beaches. This amount varies due to weather 
events such as rainfall and wind. 

5.2 Response to these Pressures
l  Manly Council won the Waste Management Category 

for the Local Government & Shires Associations of 
NSW Excellence in the Environment Awards 2000. 
The award winning Great Taste - Less Waste, 
Manly Food & Wine Festival Programme, focused 
on the implementation of waste reduction initiatives 
such as reusable plates and a mobile dishwasher, 
compostable plates and cutlery - later shredded 
and decomposed in Council's worm farm, bin banks 
ensuring waste separation and co-mingled recycling 
services.

l  A Development Control Plan for Waste 
Minimisation and Management was adopted to 
encourage waste avoidance, reuse and recycling in 
the demolition and construction sectors of the building 
industry and assist the planning of waste facilities for 
new developments. The Plan requires development 
applicants to submit a waste management plan 
that identifies waste produced during demolition, 
construction and site occupancy and provide details 
on the proposed management of waste.

Years

Trends at a Glance

Movement 
towards 

sustainability
2000/011999/001998/991997/981996/97Environmental Indicator

6,206.206,243.46,052.589
Total volume of domestic 
waste sent to landfill (no 
recycling) (tonnes)
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7,689.257,511.755,088
Total volume of domestic 
waste diverted to recycling 
(tonnes)
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6.0 Social Environment
"Livability" is defined as the human requirement for social 
amenity, health and well being and includes individual 
and community well being in both the social and natural 
environment. 

In 1999, Council adopted the Manly Social Plan which 
examines the basic needs of the local community and 
sets out strategies that Council will undertake to address 
those needs.

6.1 Pressures on our Social Environment
l   Crime
l   Visual Pollution (e.g. visually obtrusive graffiti, aerial 

cabling and ocean beach stormwater pipes) 
l   Unemployment
l   Tourism and Eco-tourism

6.2 Response to these Pressures
l   The Manly Senior Citizens Centre is being 

redeveloped to incorporate a meal distribution centre 
and additional facilities, with specifications following 
ESD principles.

l   Manly Library has upgraded its computer system 
by making its community information database 
available via the internet. Community information 
is available on the Manly Council Home Page at 
www.manly.nsw.gov.au.

l   Seniors Week 2001, funded by the Ageing and 
Disability Department was held from the 18th to 25th 
March with the theme “share the experience”. The 

272727
Additional Dept. of Housing 
Dwellings

30 37 ü

5473.1 (1998)4138.8 (1997)4363.1 (1996)Number of crime incidents 6032.3 (1999) 5938.5 (2000) ü

1072337
Data not 
available

Number of active volunteers 1026 1675 -

80,000
104,184 
(1997)

Data not 
available

Visitor Information Centre 
patrons

105,089 181,500** -

Movement 
towards 

sustainability
2000/011999/001998/991997/981996/97Environmental Indicator

• 38,316
  (estimate)

• 38,078
  (estimate)

• 34,895 (1991)
• 37,885
  (estimate1997)

Population 

(ABS Regional Statistics 
NSW, 2000)

• 38,580
  (estimate) *

•     38,846
  (estimate) * -

Trends at a Glance

* estimate, based on average rate of change of 0.69%
**  increase due to VIC relocation

0.5% 0.5%Not determined
Population attending Precinct 
Community Forums per 
month (%)

0.5 % 0.6% -

•      391,462
•      412,490
•        25,936

•      372,252
•      413,102
•        26,801

•      404,124
•            -
•        23,027

Usage rates of libraries           
•     door count
•     circulation (items lent)
•     Library Memberships

        -
        -
        -

•       354,935
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•         27,903
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6.0 Social Environment continued

7.1 Response to these Pressures
l   Council Rangers and Environmental Health Officers 

received 204 complaints directly relating to noise 
pollution. There were no prosecutions. 

     The EPA received five noise pollution complaints from 
residents (EPA, 2000/01). 

l   State Government legislated to ban 'jet skis' on 
Sydney Harbour, effective at the start of the boating 
season 1 October 2001. During the reporting period 
Waterways Authority issued 551 infringements to jet 
ski riders, representing 28 percent of all infringements 
issued (Waterways Authority 2000/01).

local programme included two activities being “Share 
the Spirit” and “Stretch your Mind”.

l   The Manly Social Plan Implementation Update 
2000-01 saw the successful implementation of a 
number of prioritised actions and strategies (refer 
Annual Report) including:

     •    The Manly Crime Prevention Plan - completed 
and endorsed by Council and the Attorney 
General’s Department as a Safer Communities 
Compact.  Several initiatives from the Plan have 
been implemented including a Safe Taxi Rank trial, 
Mobile Beach Lockers, a Spiked Drinks Campaign 
and the Beach Safety Campaign;

     •    Opportunities for funding Council’s Affordable 
Housing implementation strategies were 
researched and initial liaisons with the other 
Peninsula Councils was undertaken;

     •    Provision of the Ross Street Childcare Centre - 
likely to proceed within the next financial year; 

     •    A Needs Assessment for the Older People of 
Manly was undertaken;

Trends at a Glance

Movement 
towards 

sustainability
2000/011999/001998/991997/981996/97Environmental Indicator

• Council 122 

• EPA nil

• Council 105

• EPA 2
Not determinedNumber of noise complaints 

received by Council and EPA
• Council 150

• EPA 2

• Council 204

• EPA 5 û

7.0 Noise
When a sound is offensive and undesirable to a listener, 
it is regarded as noise pollution. There are three different 
undesirable affects of noise: amenity effects, health 
effects, and communication effects.

Excessive noise in Manly is usually associated with:-
l   Transport (2699 truck movements from North Head 

per year, Sydney Water, 2000/01)
l   Rubbish removal

l   Industry
l   Air conditioner units and swimming pool pumps
l   Barking dogs
l   Building site noise and construction
l   House and car alarms
l   Private parties
l   Public entertainment
l   Watercraft

     •    Council’s Access Committee has continued to 
meet on a monthly basis to address issues of safe 
and equitable access; 

     •    The establishment of the Playground 
Management Committee to oversee the 
refurbishment of all playgrounds in the Manly 
LGA.  Funding was received from the Department 
of Sport and Recreation for the upgrade and 
refurbishment of 4 playgrounds. 

l   The Northern Sydney Regional Aboriginal Social 
Plan, covering 11 Local Government Areas in 
Northern Sydney has been prepared. Funding was 
obtained to employ a part time Project Officer for 
2001/02 to begin implementing the Plan.

l   Allocation of Community Safety Related Projects 
and Cultural Grants for the 2000/2001 Financial 
Year;   

     •    $4,000 Community Grants 
     •    $4,000 Safety Grants 
     •    $3,000 Cultural Grants.

Photograph by Innocenza Torrito (detail). Collection: Manly Art Gallery & Museum
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8.0 Heritage
Heritage is defined as those places, objects, customs 
and culture that have aesthetic, natural, historic or social 
significance or other special value for present and future 
generations. 

8.1 Aboriginal Heritage
Council is working closely with the NPWS to ensure 
the conservation of culturally significant sites within the 
Manly LGA. NPWS has reported 126 known Aboriginal 
sites in Manly LGA (NPWS data, 2001).

8.1.1 Pressures on our Aboriginal Heritage
l   Lack of knowledge, appreciation and recognition;
l   Erosion or damage to sites from wind, water, sun 

and human activities;
l   Development;
l   Vandalism and destruction of sites

8.1.2 Response to these Pressures
l   Northern Sydney Region Aboriginal Social Plan.

8.2 Natural & Built Cultural Heritage
This includes the geological and ecological features 
and characters of the physical environment, as well as 
buildings, relics and moveable items.

8.2.1 Pressures on our Natural & Built 
Cultural Heritage
l   Lack of awareness and appreciation 
l   Development, including:
     •    Development adjacent to heritage properties
     •    Loss of views important to heritage
     •    Unsympathetic alterations and additions.
l   NPWS announced its decision to lease the 

Quarantine Station for accommodation and tourist 
related commercial activities in February 2000.

 
8.2.2 Response to these Pressures
l   The Local Small Heritage Grants Program was 

established in 1995 to provide small grants to the 
owners of listed heritage items to assist in appropriate 
restoration. $8,000 was allocated for 2000/01.

l   A Natural & Cultural Heritage Survey was 
undertaken in January 2001 to establish the level 
of awareness of heritage issues in the community. 
Findings are being integrated into Council's heritage 
activities and management strategies. 

l   Heritage Week in April 2001.
l   Council's nomination for listing of North Head on 

the National Estate has been endorsed for an interim 
listing by the Australian Heritage Commission. A 
further submission seeking the inclusion of Cabbage 
Tree Bay and Spring Cove with the overall North Head 
Listing is being investigated.

l   A Heritage Review Programme is under way and 
new planning instruments are being prepared for both 
Pittwater Road and The Corso to protect special 
character and built heritage. 

     The review will include natural and Aboriginal heritage 
subject to resources.

* Register of National Estate

It provides cultural, physical and emotional links to our 
past and is integral to our "sense of place", an element 
central to the cultural identity of any area and a source 
of spiritual wellbeing.

Trends at a glance

Movement 
towards 

sustainability
2000/011999/001998/991997/981996/97Environmental Indicator

226226224
Grouped items of heritage 
listed in Manly LEP 1998

229 228 -

74
New Methodology

112103
Number of known Aboriginal 
sites in Manly LEP 1993

123
New Methodology

126 ü

ü

---
Areas listed of local, state, 
national or world heritage 
significance *

- North Head* ü

  •  150
  •  75
  •  1

  •  153
  •  75
  •  1

  •  152
  •  75
  •  1

--

Cultural & Natural Heritage 
Listings

  •  Architectural and 
Archaeological

  •  Landscape items
  •  Conservation Areas ü

ü
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l  The award winning Manly Conservation Strategy 
(1998) outlines 334 actions, which Council and the 
community are to undertake in partnership over the 
next 10 years to lead us to our desirable future of 
sustainability. As at 30th June 2001, 132 actions had 
been initiated, with 85 actions complete - a total of 
217 actions implemented.

     A review of the Strategy is to be undertaken every 
three years, with the first review underway to ensure 
it remains up to date and continues to direct Manly 
towards sustainability. 

l  A whole-of-Council Environmental Management 
System (EMS) is being developed in Manly 
Council to ensure environmental responsibility 
throughout Council and its activities, and to improve 
environmental performance. The EMS is the next 
process of the Manly Conservation Strategy and is 
expected to take three years to develop. 

Implementation

l  The Manly Environment Centre celebrated its 10th 
Anniversary on 15th March 2001, with several high 
profile guests. The event provided an opportunity 
for residents and visitors to gain an appreciation of 
the MEC’s initiatives and Council's commitment to 
environmental issues within the Manly LGA. Council 
also recognised the ongoing dedication of several 
key community members towards environmental 
sustainability.

     The Manly Environment Centre is a comprehensive 
environmental resource centre, aimed at educating 
members of the community, industry, business, 
Council, schools and special interest groups. The 
Centre facilitates positive environmental change 
through the implementation of community based 
education programmes, including many of those 
highlighted in this report. 

Trends at a glance

Movement 
towards 

sustainability
2000/011999/001998/991997/981996/97Environmental Indicator

25.522.5Not determined
Council staff resources 
dedicated to environmental 
sustainability 

26.5 42.5 ü

Environmental
$1,597,969.

Social
$165,678

Total 
$1,763,647

Environmental
$329,303

Social
$837,936

Total 
$2,463,373

Data not 
available

Relevant grants obtained by 
Council and Council 
sponsored organisations

Environmental
$432,488

Social
$1,598,150

Total 
$3,654,566

Environmental
$393,390

Social
$2,098,760

Total 
$2,561,155

        -

Photograph by Innocenza Torrito (detail). Collection: Manly Art Gallery & Museum
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Implementation continued General
Environment Levy Progress 2000/01
To date 44 projects have been funded by the 
Environmental Levy, supported by $1,204,309 of 
Commonwealth and State Government Grants. A total of 
$5,223,964 has been committed over the past 4 years.

Project selection criteria was reviewed by the relevant 
sub-committees of Council to reflect long-term objectives 
and to develop a three year rolling schedule of 
Environmental Levy Projects. This schedule endorses a 
further 20 projects, totalling $1.6 million for the 2001/02 
year.

Funds raised through the Environmental Levy continue to 
facilitate projects, which deliver environmental benefits to 
the Manly LGA.

Environment Levy Projects 2000/01
l  Burnt Bridge Creek restoration *
l  Shelly Beach Headland restoration *
l  Seaforth Oval runoff control and education *
l  Cabbage Tree Bay Management Plan and 

implementation *
l  Manly Golf Club / Keirle Park Wetland Plan of 

Management *
l  Manly Lagoon Pollution Reduction Project and gross 

pollutant traps *
l  Forty Baskets Coastline Management Plan *
l  Stormwater Management Plan implementation
l  Manly Lagoon rehabilitation and flood management *
l  Little Manly Cove Coastline Management Plan *
l  Water Conservation Programme *
l  Lagoon Watch Procedures Manual
l  Stormwater Infrastructure survey
l  Stormwater Treatment and Reuse Project *
l  Environmental Management System
l  Implementation of Street Tree Management Plan
l  Noxious Weeds Community Liaison Officer and 

project *
l  Flora and fauna bushland survey
l  Harbour to Hawkesbury Bushland project*
l  Tania Park Bush Regeneration
l  Wellings Reserve conservation project

* denotes grant funding assistance

Previous SoE Reports
This report is prepared as a supplementary document 
updating Manly’s comprehensive SoE Report of 
1999/2000. 

The comprehensive SoE provides more detailed 
information regarding the state and pressures of each 
environment sector. 

This document is available to the community at Council's 
library, the Manly Environment Centre or Council’s 
Belgrave Street Office. 

A complete copy can also be accessed via the Internet at 
www.manly.nsw.gov.au

How you can become involved!
The state of our environment depends not only 
on Council's activities but also on our community's  
commitment and involvement in local projects. Council 
has over 1,600 active volunteers, 111 of whom are 
dedicated to the protection and enhancement of our local 
environment.

If you wish to become involved or find out more 
about our volunteer programme please contact Council's 
Administration Officer, Manly Environment Centre on 
9976 3849 or Council's Living Creeks & Bushcare 
Coordinator on 9976 1751.

Bushland regeneration volunteer and Council staff 
member at Shelly Beach Headland

Key to terminology 
  SoE      State of the Environment Report

  DLWC  NSW Department of Land & Water 
Conservation

  DUAP  NSW Department of Urban Affairs & Planning

  EPA      NSW Environment Protection Authority

  ESD      Ecologically Sustainable Development

  LGA      Local Government Area

  MEC     Manly Environment Centre

            trend of indicator is moving towards 
sustainability

            trend of indicator is moving away from 
sustainability

               trend movement towards sustainability is not 
able to be determined.

  NPWS  NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service
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