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7.1 pressures on our heritage

Key localised pressures include:
• low awareness of Aboriginal heritage 
• low awareness of built and natural heritage
• natural processes such as wind, water, erosion and fire
• urban development, recreation and vandalism
• destruction, deterioration and unsympathetic restoration 

of built heritage, and
• lack of funding to adequately maintain sites.

7.2 Condition of our Heritage

Evidence of past Aboriginal occupation in the Manly LGA 
includes rock engravings, rock paintings, shell middens, axe 
grinding grooves, sites of cultural significance, fish traps, seed 
grinding patches, open camp sites and stone arrangements. 
Our local heritage gives us a sense of living history and provides 
a physical link to the way of life of earlier generations. 

Manly’s non-Aboriginal heritage is diverse and includes historic 
sites, modified and built environments such as dwellings, public 
buildings, townscapes, gardens, reserves, buildings, roads, as 
well as ethnic traditions, cultural events, artworks, craft, and 
literature. Heritage indicators have been selected to measure 
both Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal heritage in the Manly LGA.

Guringai Festival. Source: Manly Council.

Manly Pavilion. Source: Manly Council.

Heritage is defined as places, objects, customs and cultures that have aesthetic, natural, historic or  
social significance or other special values for present and future generations (Australia ICOMOS, 1999).  

Local Snapshot

table 14: aboriginal heritage

indiCator year manly
Number of  
Aboriginal  
Heritage Sites

2006/07 62*

2007/08 64*

2008/09 66*

2009/10 68*

2010/11 68*

N.B. Data provided to councils by OEH through the Aboriginal 
Heritage Office for the 2009/10 SoE Report revealed anomalies 
in previously reported Aboriginal heritage site data.  
* This data includes sites within Council jurisdiction only.  
Previous SoE Reports have also included sites managed by  
OEH and the Sydney Federation Harbour Trust.
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Heritage is defined as places, objects, customs and cultures that have aesthetic, natural, historic or  
social significance or other special values for present and future generations (Australia ICOMOS, 1999).  

Table 16: Identified Aboriginal Sites

manly
Total sites 68

 New Site 0

 Protection works done-in progress 2 

Note: ‘New site’ includes some previously registered sites held 
by the OEH but that had been incorrectly mapped outside the 
Council boundary by the original recorder or the OEH.

table 15: non-aboriginal heritage

indiCator year manly
Total Number of 
Non-Aboriginal 
Heritage items

2006/07 306

2007/08 312

2008/09 314

2009/10 315

2010/11 321

Breakdown: 
Number of  
built items

2006/07 194

2007/08 199

2008/09 201

2009/10 202

2010/11 208

Number of  
landscape items

2006/07 78

2007/08 79

2008/09 79

2009/10 79

2010/11 79

Number of  
archaeological 
items

2006/07 34

2007/08 34

2008/09 34

2009/10 34

2010/11 34

Heritage  
conservation  
areas

2006/07 2

2007/08 2

2008/09 2

2009/10 2

2010/11 2

7.3 responding to our heritage issues

Council has undertaken and has been involved in a number  
of projects, programs and working groups to address issues 
relating to and to improve the condition of Manly’s heritage 
which are outlined below.

regional response

Aboriginal Heritage Office 
The Aboriginal Heritage Office (AHO) is a joint initiative of 
Ku-ring-gai, Lane Cove, Manly, North Sydney, Pittwater, City of 
Ryde, Warringah, and Willoughby Councils and is supported by 
the NSW Heritage Office and the Commonwealth Department 
of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and  
Communities.

The AHO works to ensure the protection of Aboriginal sites 
and cultural heritage. In 2010/2011, the AHO continued to 
coordinate training for Council staff, primarily those involved 
in the development of assessment processes but also outdoor 
staff; provided updates on changes to legislation in regards to 
Aboriginal heritage; and conducted a large number of guided 
walks, schools and Aboriginal Site Awareness events at various 
locations within the region. 

Aboriginal Site Management and Monitoring 
Regular monitoring and reviews were undertaken to identify 
any new Aboriginal sites. Site protection works were conducted 
at 2 sites in the Manly LGA and site management plans  
continued to be revised (see Table 16 below left).  

resources 
An important part of the role of the AHO is to enhance  
appreciation of Aboriginal heritage in the wider community. 
The AHO Education Centre and Keeping Place in Northbridge 
has continued to expand in its exhibits and scope. Numerous 
resources are available for free download from the AHO  
website: www.aboriginalheritage.org
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External Funding 
The AHO applied for federal funding for three projects and was 
successful for one, a program to carry out Aboriginal heritage 
surveys for bushland areas within the Councils.  The approval 
was for $28,700.

During 2010/2011 an on-going NSW Heritage Office grant 
funded a series of projects including events for schools in the 
area, site management reports and updates, and an upgrade of 
the AHO website to help promote the richness of the Aboriginal 
heritage of the area.  

SHOROC Historic Place Names Register 
SHOROC was assigned the task in 2009/10, on behalf of the 
member Councils, to undertake a project to ensure that  
historic place names were not being lost but were identified 
and appropriately commemorated as part of the history of  
the region. 

The purpose of the register (presented as a Google Map)  
is to give an interesting insight into the local stories, people  
and places of the past, capturing the lost names of familiar 
local sites in the Pittwater, Mosman, Manly and Warringah 
council areas.

Key stakeholders in the project include residents and the  
community (invited to participate by sending entries to their 
local council); local primary schools (sent postcards to promote 
the project to their students to submit entries); and the Manly, 
Warringah and Pittwater Historical Society who are involved in 
checking submissions so that only appropriate historic sites are 
added to the register.

The map is hosted via the SHOROC website. Please view the 
map at www.shoroc.com/history

Delivering Local responses

Heritage Festival 
The National Trust of Australia (NSW) held the 2011 annual 
Heritage Festival during April 2011. The theme of the Festival 
was ‘Amazing Stories’. Our historic places, landmarks, collections 
and sites mark tangible connections to our history. 

In Manly a number of free activities were organised during the 
Festival to promote the cultural heritage of Manly including a 
talk on the former Manly Ferry MV Baragoola, a guided tour 

of Manly Cemetery, exhibition at the Manly Art Gallery and 
Museum, North Head Sanctuary Foundation Nursery Open Day 
and a guided walk of the 3rd Cemetery, Quarantine Station, 
North Head.

The Former MV Baragoola. Source: Manly Council.

History Week 
The NSW History Week was held from 4-12 September 2010. 
The theme was ‘Faces in the Street’. In Manly a number of 
activities were held to promote the rich history of the area  
including the launch of the Manly Heritage Committee’s  
‘Heritage In Manly’ Booklet (available on Council’s website),  
a walking tour, The Royal Far West exhibition at the Manly Art 
Gallery and Museum and an open day at the Q-station.

Local Heritage Assistance Fund 
In 2010/11 a number of heritage conservation projects were 
assisted under Council’s annual Local Heritage Assistance Fund. 
This included the conservation and restoration of a sandstone 
verandah and conservation works to a grave in Manly Cemetery.

Heritage Review 
In 2010, Council continued to review identified potential heritage 
items and undertook consultation with property owners on 
the heritage values of the property. As a result of this review 6 
properties have now been listed as heritage items and a further 
8 are to be listed as part of the new Manly LEP process.

Council’s Heritage Planners have also been reviewing the  
existing heritage schedule in preparation of the new Manly LEP 
and updating the heritage inventory sheets for existing items.



ParkHill Gateway, North Head.  
Source: David Jenkins


