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manly lGa is characterised by a diverse array  
of water assets, which provide vital ecosystems 
for aquatic and intertidal biodiversity, and  
are highly valued for their aesthetic and  
recreational opportunities. ‘Water assets’  
refers to beaches, bays, lagoons, creeks,  
wetlands, groundwater, stormwater and  
potable water.

Balgowlah Heights. Source: Manly Council.

4.1 pressures on our Water

Key localised pressures include:
• stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces
• sewer overflows, outfalls and licensed discharges
• litter
• nutrient run-off from gardens, industrial estates  

and animal waste
• water pollution incidents
• increase in population and water consumption, and
• drought conditions – reduced rainfall.

4.2 Condition of our Water

As a life source good quality water is essential for ecosystem 
health, consumption and recreational pursuits. There is a 
responsibility to ensure that good water quality is maintained 
whilst also ensuring a sustainable level of consumption. Data 
collected over the past 5 years on the condition of Manly’s 
water assets is provided in Tables 6 to 8 below.   

as of 2009/10, Harbourwatch/Beachwatch water quality results 
are no longer reported as percent compliance.  Instead, Beach 
Suitability Grades under the National Health and Medical 
Research Council Guidelines for Managing Risks in Recreational 
Waters (2008) are utilised to grade the beaches. The Beach 
Suitability Grade is a long term assessment of the suitability 
of a swimming location and is derived from a combination of 
sanitary inspection and water quality measurements gathered 
over previous years. The sanitary inspection identifies potential 
pollution sources, assesses the risk posed by each and then 
determines the overall risk at the swimming site. The microbial 
water quality is attained by calculating the 95th percentile of 
enterococci water quality data. The Beach Suitability Grades 
can be either Very Good, Good, Fair, Poor or Very Poor.  
Definitions for these classifications are shown at:  
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/beach/beachclassification.htm

Table 6 opposite shows the beach suitability grade for beaches 
within Manly LGA.  



manly CounCil State of the environment report 2010 - 2011      14

Table 6: Harbourwatch/Beachwatch Suitability Grading for 
Beaches within the manly LGa Beaches in 2009/10 and 2010/11 

Manly Cove. Source: Manly Council.

Cleaning of Clontarf gross pollutant trap. Source: Manly Council.

HARBouR BeACHeS

Beach Beach  
Suitability 
Grade 09/10

Beach  
Suitability 
Grade 10/11

Gurney Crescent Baths Fair Fair

Clontarf Pool Good Fair

Forty Baskets Pool Good Good

Fairlight Beach Good Good

manly Cove Very Good Good

Little Manly Cove Good Good

HARBouR BeACHeS

Beach Beach  
Suitability 
Grade 09/10

Beach  
Suitability 
Grade 10/11

Queenscliff Beach Good Good

North Steyne Good Good

South Steyne Good Good

Shelly Beach Good Good

year NuMBeR oF GRoSS  
PoLLuTANT TRAPS  
(CouNCIL  
CoNTRoL) 

ToTAL GRoSS 
PoLLuTANTS 
ReMoVeD FRoM 
GPTS (ToNNeS)

2006/07 23 183

2007/08 24* 158*

2008/09 23** 79**

2009/10 23 169

2010/11 26 155

Local Snapshot

table 7: Stormwater

* Two Manly units were not performing to full operational capacity during     
   2007/08. 
** Four Manly units were not performing to full operational capacity during  
     2008/09.
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Table 8: Water Consumption 

Table 9: Participation in Sydney Water’s WaterFix Program   

WATeR SAVING PRoGRAM manly

Date 2010/11 total 99  
to 2011

DIY Kits 8 1,465

WaterFix your home 33 4,004

Washing machine rebate 5 2,684

rainwater tank rebate 9 372

love your Garden 0 379

Toilet rebate 207 371

Total Participation 263 9,276

year ToTAL LGA 
PoTABLe 
WATeR uSe 
(kilolitres)

ToTAL 
ReSIDeNTIAL 
PoTABLe 
WATeR uSe 
(kilolitres per 
capita)

ToTAL  
CounCil 
PoTABLe 
WATeR uSe 
(kilolitres) 

2006/07 3,776,919 80 104,967

2007/08 3,565,403 76 79,185

2008/09 3,774,512 77 80,350

2009/10 3,726,619 76 82,213

2010/11 3,776,367 75 90,894

4.3 responding to Water issues

Council has undertaken and has been  involved in a number  
of projects, programs and working groups to address issues  
relating to and to improve the condition of water within the 
Manly LGA which are outlined below.    

regional responses

Formation of the SHoRoC Water Cycle Management 
Working Group  
The SHoRoC Water Cycle Management Working Group was 
created in 2009. The group is made up of staff from each of the 
four member Councils as well as Sydney Water, SCCG, office of 
the environment and Heritage (oeH), and Sydney Metropolitan 
Catchment Management Authority (CMA). The objective of  
the group is to drive best practice and coordinate the  
sustainable and efficient sourcing, delivery and use of water 
resources (including wastewater, stormwater, groundwater and 
potable water), with a focus on protection of environmental 
and public health within the SHoRoC region. The group has 
held 11 meetings since it was established.

Dry Weather Sewer Leak Investigation Program  
Manly and Warringah Councils are working with Sydney Water 
to improve water quality of ocean and harbour beaches.  
The collaborative program involves dry weather monitoring 
of stormwater drains to waterways surrounding the manly 
LGA to identify and fix sewer leaks. In 2010/11 the program 
was extended to the Burnt Bridge Creek catchment where no 
dry weather sewer leaks were found. The program has now 
assessed all major stormwater pipes draining to manly Cove, 
Sydney Harbour, Manly Beach, Manly Lagoon and Burnt Bridge 
Creek and has ensured sewer leaks are detected and rectified 
to improve recreational water quality. overall the program 
found few dry weather sewer leaks and those with potential 
problems were rectified by relevant parties, providing improved 
confidence in water quality.

Delivering Local responses

Burnt Bridge Creek Integrated Restoration Project 
(BBCIRP) 
Burnt Bridge Creek is one of three creeks entering manly  
Lagoon. The creek has been subject to a range of impacts 
including poor water quality and bushland degradation.  
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In 2008/09, Manly Council received $1,997,570 from the NSW 
Government environment Trust (urban Sustainability – Major 
Projects Program), to fund a 3 year Integrated Restoration  
Project for the creek. The project represents an alliance  
partnership with Warringah Council. 

The program is now in the third and final year. expenditure  
of project funds is now underway to achieve six major  
environmental outcomes for the creek over a three year period. 
These include:
1. stormwater harvesting for Balgowlah Golf Course and 

Balgowlah oval (providing alternate water source for 
irrigation, increasing wet weather stormwater retention 
capacity of the sub-catchment and reducing dry weather 
dam extraction)

2. stormwater treatment for the Sydney Road Catchment 
(improving stormwater quality)

3. modification of the existing artificial Burnt Bridge Creek 
Weir to a sediment control basin with future  
maintenance access

4. removal of aquatic and riparian weeds
5. Burnt Bridge Creek bank restoration, and
6. community engagement/education to protect Burnt Bridge 

Creek catchment values.

Progress during 2010/11 included the completion of all major 
components, with the exception of remaining work on  
component 4, with contracts being extended into 2011/12.

Burnt Bridge Creek Stormwater Drainage Pipes Assessed. Source Manly Council.
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BBCIRP: Naturalisation of Creek Banks West of Pitt St  
(Top - Before, and Middle - After). Source: Manly Council. 
Above -  BBCIRP: Stormwater Harvesting System Constructed 
on Balgowlah Golf Course. Source: Manly Council

Water Savings Program 
Manly Council’s Water Savings Program began in 2000/01, and 
has resulted in a 55% reduction in Council’s total organisational 
potable water usage. The Program involves the use of harvested 
stormwater, groundwater, and rainwater projects for non- 
potable uses to reduce the use of potable water, demand 
reduction and the use of water conservation devices.

In 2010/11 Manly Council continued a successful leak investigation 
program which identified and repaired a range of concealed 
leaks in Council’s facilities. Council has also continued the 
implementation of new rainwater tank and water conservation 
devices to a range of sites. This has included the installation of 
new water conservation taps and showers at Manly Swimming 
Pool which has contributed to the facility reducing average per 
person water consumption from 51 litres/per visitor/per day in 
2000/01 to 17 litres/per visitor/per day. Sydney Water’s best 
practice benchmark for Swimming Pools of this size is 40 litres/
per visitor/per day.   

Water Conservation Taps and Rainwater Tanks at Manly Swim 
Centre. Source: Manly Council.
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Manly Lagoon Rehabilitation Works 
The rehabilitation of Manly Lagoon (jointly managed by Manly 
and Warringah Councils) has been ongoing for a number of 
years following preparation of the Manly Lagoon estuary 
Management Study (1995) and adoption of the Manly Lagoon 
estuary Management Plan (1998), and the Manly Lagoon  
Integrated Catchment Management Strategy (ICMS, 2004). 
These documents highlighted a number of major and minor 
works to be undertaken to progress estuary rehabilitation.  
a major outstanding project highlighted in these plans is the 
removal of catchment-borne accumulated sediment in Manly 
Lagoon. This project has recieved funding of $1,055,000 from 
the NSW oeH, to be matched by the Councils.

Progress in 2010/11 included:
• completion of environmental assessments (Review of  

environmental Factors) with public exhibition in July/ 
august 2010

• implementation and completion of on-site dredging
• dewatering of dredged material,  
• disposal of the dredged material, and
• completion of relevant post-dredging environmental  

studies.

Approximately 4,000 tonnes of material were taken over the 
weighbridge at Kimbriki environmental enterprises Pty ltd  
prior to reuse on site. Approximately 80 tonnes of green  
vegetation and organic matter were removed and recycled.

Approximately 3 cubic meters of garbage was also removed  
including plastic bags, car tyres, bottles, clothing, prams,  
bicycles, and fishing line and equipment.

environmental objectives of the project documented in the 
Review of environmental Factors (ReF) included:
1. improve water quality in the Lagoon through increased 

tidal circulation, mixing and exchange
2. improve amenity value of Manly Lagoon
3. maintain an open water channel within Manly Lagoon
4. progress rehabilitation of Manly Lagoon in accordance with 

ongoing management of the manly lagoon estuary, and
5. achieve a net reduction in the mass of pollutants within 

the lagoon.

 

Dredging of Manly Lagoon. Source: Manly Council.

 

Manly Lagoon Geobag Dewatering Site. Source: Manly Council.  


