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The primary land uses within the manly lGa 
are residential with some commercial and 
industrial land use. The geology of the land is 
predominately Hawkesbury Sandstone, which 
weathers to produce sandy, low fertility soils. 
Coastline areas including beaches, headlands, 
rocky intertidal platforms, lagoons and estuaries 
form an important component of the Manly 
LGA and provide habitat and recreational  
opportunities for the community.

View over Crater Cove from Tania Park.  
Source: Monique Needham.

2.1 pressures on our Land & Coastline

Key localised pressures include:
• urban development
• tourism pressure
• beach erosion
• soil contamination
• land degradation
• vegetation clearing
• invasive species, and
• climate change (e.g. storm inundation, 

flooding, and sea level rise).

2.2 Condition of our Land & Coastline

The Manly LGA comprises approximately 33km of coastline 
which is characterised by headlands and beaches, and is largely 
accessible to residents and visitors for recreational pursuits. 
The land and coastline in the LGA is highly developed, in some 
instances resulting in modification of dune systems and bushland, 
erosion, cliff instability, and pollution.  Data collected over the 
past 5 years on the condition of Manly’s land and coastline is 
provided in Tables 1 and 2 below. 

Local Snapshot 

Table 1: Development Applications

Table 2: Land Clearing and Revegetation

*More frequent and severe storm conditions in 2010-11 resulted in fallen  
trees and thus additional requests and approvals for tree removals.

INDICATor YeAr manly
Number of  
development  
applications 
received

2006/07 711

2007/08 515

2008/09 631

2009/10 603

2010/11 552

Number of  
development  
applications  
approved

2006/07 745

2007/08 674

2008/09 788

2009/10 348

2010/11 495

INDICATor YeAr manly
Approvals to 
remove trees 
(private land)

2006/07 159

2007/08 193

2008/09 173

2009/10 208

2010/11 260*

Total number  
of local native 
plants supplied 
to volunteers, 
contractors and 
residents

2006/07 10,679

2007/08 13,237

2008/09 8,576

2009/10 7,413

2010/11 12,278
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2.3 responding to Land & Coastline issues

Council has undertaken and has been  involved in a number  
of projects, programs and working groups to address issues 
relating to and to improve the condition of Manly’s land  
and coastline which are outlined below.

regional responses 

Shaping our Future  
Adopted in September 2010, Shaping Our Future is the  
overarching integrated strategy for the SHoroC region.  
It has been developed by the four SHoroC member Councils  
to take the lead on the future of our region – an area of natural  
beauty where liveability and sustainability are highly valued  
by residents and visitors alike.

Shaping Our Future responds to the NSW State Plan and  
Metropolitan Plan and outlines how SHoroC member  
Councils will work together with other levels of government, 
business and the community to address critical challenges  
for the region, now and into the future. 

There are three key parts to the regional strategy: 

• PART 1 (Major Infrastructure)  
Shaping Our Future - Directions for transport, health,  
housing and jobs for a vibrant sustainable SHoroC  
region (adopted Sept 2010) 

• PART 2 (Sustainability)  
Shaping Our Sustainable Future - An action plan for  
creating a more sustainable SHoroC region together 
(adopted May 2011)

• PART 3 (Way of Life) 
Shaping Our Future Way of Life – An action plan for  
creating vibrant communities and economies together  
(to be developed).

In the 2010/11 reporting year, significant results have been 
gained as a result of the first part of the regional strategy -  
Shaping Our Future including (in brief);

• commitment from the NSW Government to commence 
feasibility studies on the Bus rapid Transit system; and 

• commitment from the NSW Government of $125 million 
towards initial construction of a new Northern Beaches 
Hospital at Frenchs Forest and retaining Mona Vale  
Hospital as complimentary. 

For more information on Shaping Our Future and how these 
results will shape the SHoroC region into the future visit 
 www.shoroc.com/shaping-our-future

Membership of the Sydney Coastal Councils Group 
Manly is one of the 15 coastal councils represented in the  
Sydney Coastal Councils Group (SCCG). Further information  
on projects is available at www.sydneycoastalcouncils.com.au

During 2010-11, the SCCG has undertaken a number of projects 
outlined below where Manly Council was involved.

SCCG Summer Activities Program 
Manly Council held various activities in January 2011 as part of 
the SCCG Summer Activities Program renamed Summerama for  
2011. ‘Sharing our Care for North Head’, ‘Burnt Bridge Creek to 
Coast Bicycle Tour’, ‘Keeping our oceans Alive’ and ‘Sculptures 
from the Seabed’ were some of the activities that attracted 
strong participation.

Sculptures from the Seabed –  Little Penguin.  
Source: Manly Council.
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SCCG Finalisation of Beach Sand Nourishment  
Scoping Study 
The SCCG ‘Beach Sand Nourishment Scoping Study – Maintaining 
Sydney’s Beach Amenity Against Climate Change Sea Level rise’ 
examines information and data on the environmental, physical, 
social and economic aspects of utilising offshore marine sands 
to meet immediate and medium term requirements of adopted 
nourishment strategies at selected beach environments.  
The project aims to improve protection and augmentation of 
beach systems under immediate threat from coastal storm 
activity and sea level rise. During the reporting year, the final 
report was prepared and published. Manly ocean Beach was 
used as a case study under the project.

Mapping and Responding to Coastal Inundation  
During the reporting year, the SCCG continued this project  
with funding under the Natural Disaster Mitigation Program. 
This project provides Councils and the community with the 
science, management and planning provisions and community 
awareness raising materials necessary to effectively incorporate 
sea level rise and extreme storm surge events into Local  
Government planning and management systems.  
The project involves the following stages:

• Stage 1: Map the effect of climate change on sea level rise 
and extreme sea levels.

• Stage 2: Develop planning guidance to assist the  
integration of sea level rise and extreme sea level  
events into relevant planning strategies of the SCCG.

• Stage 3: Develop and distribute community risk disclosure 
information and corresponding community and stakeholder 
education program.

All products from the project are expected to be released in 
late 2011.

Manly Lagoon Flood Study 
In 2010/11 Manly and Warringah Councils engaged a consultant 
to prepare a new Manly Lagoon Flood Study to replace the  
existing 1992 Flood Study for development control and  
planning purposes. This study will provide both Councils  
with detailed information on flood characteristics and will  
enable the future development of an improved Flood risk  
Management Study and Flood risk Management Plan for  
the Lagoon’s 18km2 catchment by both Councils. 

Manly Lagoon. Source: Manly Council.

Delivering Local responses 

Coastal Zone Management 
Manly Council has already prepared and adopted seven of  
its eight planned Coastal Zone Management Plans (CZMPs) and 
has adopted both the Sandy Bay and North Harbour reserve 
Landscape Masterplans. During 2010/11 Council progressed 
finalisation of the Manly Cove Coastal Zone Management Plan,  
continued to develop ellery’s Punt reserve Landscape  
Masterplan, developed a detailed design for construction of a 
retaining wall and dinghy storage at Sandy Bay reserve,  
initiated preparation for consultancy services for identification 
of ‘coastal erosion risk areas’ and carried out a study on maritime 
infrastructure and boat storage. 



Clontarf Pool Dredging and Sand Nourishment 
Manly Council completed the maintenance dredging of the 
Clontarf swimming enclosure. This has made the pool usable 
during the summer season. Moreover, the dredged sand has 
been used for beach nourishment behind the resident’s  
properties at Monash Crescent. This has allowed Manly  
Scenic Walkway to follow a beach path even at high tide.  
The community was highly appreciative of these activities. 

Dredging of Clontarf Swimming enclosure. Source: Manly Council. 

Beach Nourishment at Clontarf. Source: Manly Council.

Unveiling the Memorial for the National Surfing reserve. 
Source: Manly Council. 

Manly-Freshwater National Surfing reserve Dedication 
An official dedication ceremony for the Manly-Freshwater  
National Surfing reserve was held on 25 September 2010.  
Politicians and members of the surfing community came  
together for the event.

Manly Mayor Jean Hay and Warringah Mayor Michael regan 
joined parliamentarians, Manly State Liberal MP Mike Baird 
and Lands Minister Tony Kelly, for the ceremony on the Manly 
beachfront. Council has published and released a booklet on 
the ‘Manly-Freshwater National Surfing reserve’ during the 
dedication ceremony.

Surf icons Bernard ‘Midget’ Farrelly and Phyllis o’Donnell, 
who both won titles at the first world surfing championships 
held at Manly in 1964, unveiled a surfboard-shaped memorial 
heralding the reserve.
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Manly ocean Beach.  
Source: Manly Council.
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Cathedral rock relocated and Made Safe 
Cathedral rock, near Forty Baskets Beach, was identified as a 
public safety hazard. Council considered a controlled drop of 
the rock initially, however relocation of the rock was found to 
provide a better solution. This ensured greater protection to 
the Aboriginal midden below the rock. 

relocation of Cathedral rock. Source: Manly Council.

Tania Park - erosion Control (Stage 1) 
Tania Park Access Improvement works – Stage 1, was completed 
in February 2011. This involved installation of three sets of 
pedestrian stairs, six bench seats, associated plantings and 
installation of an ‘all access’ path. All works are consistent  
with the adopted Landscape Masterplan.  

Tania Park Access Improvement Works – Stage 1.  
Source: Manly Council.

LM Graham reserve 
The LM Graham reserve Masterplan was finalised and  
endorsed by Council on 7 February 2011. The Masterplan 
design was informed by the existing LM Graham reserve Plan 
of Management, community consultation in November 2007, 
formal public exhibition of the Draft Plan in September 2010, 
consultation with a representative community working group, 
environmental constraints report, workshops and consultation 
with staff across Council. Key features of the plan include a full 
sized cricket oval, cricket practice nets, premier sized soccer 
field, multipurpose court, 2 synthetic tennis courts, stormwa-
ter harvesting and perimeter plantings to improve shade and 
biodiversity values.

Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan 
During the reporting year Council has undertaken necessary 
large-scale revision of the ‘Manly LGA Climate Change risk  
and Adaptation Action Plan’  Project, completed under the 
Commonwealth Department of Climate Change’s Local  
Adaptation Pathways Program (LAPP). Council has been  
working with State-Wide Mutual to value add to the revised 
Action Plan prepared under the LAPP process.   
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